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T h e r e  are c o u n t l e s s  s i g h t s  w h i c h  w h i r l  t h r o u g h  t h e  e y e s  of memory a s  w e  
1cclk b a c k  a t  T e r a a  7 - , 

- t h e  c u n e i f o r m  t a b l e t s  w h i c h  c r o o ~ e d  LID d a i l y ,  o n e  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  f o r  
t h e  l a s t  c o u o l e  of weeks ,  s c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h  m a s s i v e  b r i c k f a l l ,  . . . a n d  t h e  o e a c e f u l  r i v e r  bank  o n  w h i c h  w e  a r e  gcling t o  s t a r t  s c a n  
c c ~ n s t r u c t  ion of o u r  new e x p e d i t  i o n  h o u s e ;  - t h e  a n x i c ~ u s  s e a r c h  f o r  f a i n t  l i n e s  i n  t h e  p a r c h e d  grcaund o n  t h e  t e l l  
w h i c h  m i g h t  c l u e  u s  i n  t o  t h e  s t r a t i g r a ~ h y  be low,  . . . a n d  t h e  l u s h  g r e e n  f o l i a g e  c ~ f  t h e  f r u i t  g a r d e n s  l a d e n ,  a t  t h i s  
time c ~ f  s p r i n g ,  w i t h  a p r i c o t s  a n d  a l u m s  a n d  f i g s  a n d  a p p l e s ;  

- t h e  many t e l l s  w e  v i s i t e d  i n  t h e  n o r t h ,  a l l  s e e m i n g l y  i d e n t i c a l  when 
yctu k.eep y o u r  e y e s  f i x e d  t o  t h e  grmund i n  s e a r c h  of t e l l - t a l e  s h e r d s ,  

. . . a n d  y e t  s o  d i f f e r e n t ,  seer1 arnctng t h e  w h e a t  f i e l d s  o r  n e x t  t o  t n e  
t u r a u c l i s e  b l u e  o f  water o o o l s  o r  h i d d e n  arnonost  t h e  t a i l  trees. 

The b r i g h t  surf o f  Tertza h a s  n e v e r  s h c m e  b r i g h t e r :  w e  h a v e  b e e n  wcwkinq 
c ~ u r  way t o k a r d  t h e  J u n e  s c ~ l s t i c e ,  when t h e  i i g h t  i n  t h e  s k y  is so  f u l i y  
o e r v a s i v e  t h a t  i t  s e e r o s  t o  acQl.ilre a new t a c t  i i e  a u a :  i t y .  T h i s  w a s  o u r  
f i r s t  S ~ r i n g  s e a s o n ,  a n d  w e  l o v e d  i t .  I t  w a s  pctod tcl wea the r -  t h e  S p r i n g  
s t c w m s  w i t h  t h e i r  p l o r i c ~ u s  c t=~ lcws ,  a n d  tcl  grvw s ; o w i y  accctstctmed t o  t h e  
Surnrner 9 e a t  - w h i c h  is rmw f u l l y  upon us.  I t  w a s  a gaud S p r i n g  s e a s c t r ~ ,  
and  i t  w a s  a good T e r a a  s e a s o n .  

icJe duq i n  t w ~ ~ t  a reas  o f  t h e  t e l l .  One, w e  knew a l r e a d y .  I t  is t i e  Ternple 
c?f N i n k . a r r a k ,  w h i c h  n e e d e d  sorne a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d e f  irri t icm a n d  
c l a r i f  icat  i ~ n .  T h i s  carne, b u t  i t  w a s  h a r d  w w r :  h e a v y  rnndern l e o o s i  ts l a y  
u n e x p e c t e d l y  r i c h t  or1 tc lp  c ~ f  b a d l y  damaged Old  F a b y i c m i a n  w a l l s .  One 
l i t t l e  s l i v e r  of  arc O l d  E a b y l c m i a n  f l o o r ,  r a i s e d  a s  a s r n a l l  i s l a n d  a 
c o u s i e  of feet wide i n  a s e a  of modern  d u r n ~ ,  g a v e  u s  a  t a b l e t  f r a g m e n t ,  
t a u r ~ t i n g l y  t e i l i n p  u s  of wna t  rn iah t  h a v e  b e e n  t h e r e  b e f o r e  t h e  r a v a g e s  
o f  riwdern ~ r o w t  i .  

i l c r o s s  frorn t h e  t e r n o l e ,  w e  h a v e  a l a r o e  S u i i d i n g ,  w h i c h  rnay a l s o  b e  
c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  the tern~le of K i n b a r r a k :  a c u r v e d  d a g g e r  b l a d e  b e a r s  a 
curreifcwm i r ~ s c r i o t i o n  w h i c h  g i v e s  o e r h a o s  t h e  name c ~ f  t h e  q o o d e s s .  
b e t w e e n  t h e  terfl~le a n d  t h e  o t h e r  b u i i d i n g ,  art i r r - e g u i a r  capen area w h i c h  
is o o t e n t i a l i y  niost i n t e r e s t i n g :  i t  seems t o  b e  a p i a z a ,  w i t h  a w a t e r  
t r o u g n  i n  t h e  m i d d l e ,  i e a d i n g  t o w a r d  t h e  c i t y  w a l l  sorne 188 rn. away ... 
t9e  c i t y - w a l l  o r  o e r h a p s  e v e n  t h e  c i t y  p a t e .  T h i s  w a s  t h e  s c w t  o f  o u b l i c  



sDace  where  ~ e o p l e  would g a t h e r  and d i s c u s s  matters whi r% ~ e r t a i n e d  t o  
t h e i r  o l a a r t e r  o f  t h e  c i t y .  Thus  i t  is t h a t  t h e  Rkkad ian  word for  " d o o r , "  
babu, had come t o  mean " c i t y  q u a r t e r " :  t h e  g a t e ,  w i t h  t h e  open  area n e x t  
t o  i t ,  w a s  t h e  f o c a l  o o i n t  o f  t h e  p o r t  i o n  o f  t h e  c i t y  which used  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  g a t e .  Thus  t h e  g a t e  w a s  a psycho-urban,  as  w e l l  a s  a n  
a r c h i t e c t u r a i ,  d i m e n s i o n  o f  t h e  c i t y .  F o r  now, w e  o n l y  h a v e  some s l i a h t  
s u g g e s t i o n s  o f  a c i t y  g a t e  a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  m i n t  o f  t h e  m a s s i v e  T e r a a  
c i t y  w a l l :  bu t  t h e  o o e n  p l a z a  w i t h  i ts  d r a i n a g e  l e a d i n g  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  
of t h e  c i t y - w a l l  o r o v i d e s  o n e  o f  t h o s e  work ing  h y o o t h e s e s  which c a p t u r e s  
v i v i d l y  t h e  i m a g i n a t i o n  and  is n o t  o n l y  a d e t a c h e d  i n t e l l e c t u a l  

. cctnst r u c t  . 
The s e c o n d  major area of e x c a v a t i o n  ( f o r  now l a b e l e d  r a t h e r  t e c h n i c a l l y  
a s  "F")  r e v e a l e d  t w o  l a r g e  b u i l d i n g s ,  f ramed n i c e l y  by a street can o n e  
s i d e  and  a n a r r o w e r  a 1  l e y  be tween  t h e  t w o  of thern. They h a v e  a t o r t u r e d  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  h i s t o r y  -- q u i t e  i n t e r e s t i n g  b e c a u s e  i t  shc~ws  p a l p a b l y  how 
t h e s e  e a r l y  u r b a n i t e s  coyed  w i t h  t h e  problem o f  l i m i t e d  s p a c e  w i t h i n  t h e  
c o n f i n e s  of t h e  c i t y  e v e n  a t  a t i m e  when t h e  o v e r a l l  p o p u l a t i o n  p r e s s u r e  
w a s  much less t h a n  i t  is t o d a y .  Y e t  h e r e  t h e y  w e r e ,  t r y i n g  t o  m a k . e  t h e  
most u s e  o f  na r row s p a c e s ,  w i t h  odd ccwner s ,  s r n a l  i rclcms, t i g h t  
a l l e y w a y s .  Ee inq  c l o s e l y  hemmed i n  by e a c h  o t h e r ,  almost l i v i n g  cln t o p  
o f  e a c h  o t h e r  -- w a s  t h i s  a l so  a psycho-urban  need  of man from t h e  
begi r tn inq?  C e r t a i n l y ,  t h e y  l i k e d  t h e  c l o i s t e r e d  f e e l i n g  o f  a b u s t l i n g  
town, and m i d  h i g h  ~ r i c e s  f o r  e v e r y  s a u a r e  f o c d  o f  i t .  

From t h e  t a b l e t s  s t r e w n  o n  t o p  o f  t h e  f l o o r s ,  j u s t  below t h e  b r i c k f a l l  
which l a i d  u n d e r n e a t h  t h e  h i g h e r  s t r a t a ,  w e  c a n  now p i e c e  t a g e t h e r  a 
f a i r  s l ice c ~ f  T e r a a  h i s t o r y  -- some 2QIQI y e a r s ,  t o  be  e x a c t ,  i f  w e  
combine  t h e  e v i d e n c e  f r c m  t h e  t w o  major areas o f  e x c a v a t  :on, t h a t  o f  t h e  
T e m r ~ l e  c ~ f  N i n k a r r a k  and  o f  t h e  new b u i l d i n g  c ~ f  t h i s  y e a r  i n  Flrea F. I t  
is n o  s m a l l  f e a t  t o  p i e c e  t o g e t h e r  s u c h  s e a u e n c e s  f rom s t r a t i g r a p h i c  
b i t s  and  p i e c e s .  H e r e  a re  t h e  major b u i l d i n g  s e c u e n c e s :  

1888  SHFlMSHI-RDDU : t h e  lower s t r a t a  i n  B u i l d i n g  C i n  Qrea F  c o n t a i n  a 
b u l l a  w i t h  t h e  name ( a l m c ~ s t  c o m p l e t e )  o f  t h i s  k i n g  who r u l e d  f r cm 
somewhere  a few hundred  k i lc l rne te rs  t o  t h e  N o r t h ,  o o s s i b i y  a t  t h e  
s i te  o f  T e l l  L e i l a n .  Flrtc~ther t a b l e t  frclrn t h e  same c o n t e x t  e x h i b i t s  
a manth name which w a s  u sed  or t iy  d u r i n g  t h e  r e i g n  o f  t h i s  k ing .  

1775  KIERI-DFIGRN : t h e  n e x t  s t r a t a  i n  b u i l d i n g  E, a l so  i n  a r e a  F, 
c o n t a i n  a let ter a d d r e s s e d  t o  CH3ibri-Dagarr, almost c e r t a i r ~ i y  tCIe 
g o v e r n o r  o f  k i n g  Zimri-Lirn, who w a s  now r u l i n g  T e r q a  from Mari,  
some 68 k i i o m e t e r s  t o  t h e  Sou th .  Whether o r  n o t  b u i l d i n g  "R!' c a n  
b e  renamed a f t e r  Kibr i -Dagan is too s c a n  tcl t e l l ,  but  c e r t a i n l y  w e  
h a v e  h e r e  ancather  c a p t i v a t i n g  working  h y p c ~ t h e s i s .  

1758? ISI-SUMU-RBUY and YRPRH-SUMU- CREUMJ : a f t e r  Mari fe l l  u n d e r  
Hammurapi o f  Babylc~n ,  T e r a a  became i n d e p e n d e n t ,  t h e  c a p i t a 2  o f  its 
own kingdom. The f i r s t  k i n g s  knclwn b e a r  names which have  embedded 
i n  t he rn  t h e  name of t h e  f o u n d e r  of Harnrnurapil s d y n a s t y  (Sumu- 
R b u m ) :  i t  is t e m ~ t i n g  t o  assume t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  r u l i n g  unde r  t h e  
o r b i t  c ~ f  Babyicm, and  w e r e  t r y i n g  t o  please t h e i r  c w e r l o r d  by 
u s i n g  t$e name o f  h i s  ances t cw.  The  to^ s t r a t a  c ~ f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  irr 



F seem t o  be long  t o  t h i s  phase :  w h a t e v e r  f o l l c ~ w e d  t h i s ,  came tcl be 
c ~ b l i t e r a t e d  a  i s n g  time a g o  i n  a n t i a u i t y .  

1721 YFlDIKd-FlBU : t 9 i s  is t h e  n e x t  known k i n g  o f  t h e  T e r p a  l i n e :  h e  
fctucht Samsu-i l u n a  ctf Babyion,  and by now T e r a a  had rnclst l i k e l y  
o b t a i n e d  f u i  i autanorny and c o n t r u i  l e d  a l l  of t h e  Middle  E u p h r a t e s  
and t h e  Khabur. Yaaikh-Flbu is ku~own frorn t h e  first s t r a t a  i n  
Puzururn' s house.  

169@? KFlSHTILIFlSY : by now a  new e t h n i c  o r u u o  w a s  b e g i n n i n g  t o  s t ir  i n  
Meso~o ta rn i a - - the  Nassites, who w i  11 e v e n t u a l  i y t a k e  o v e r  t h e  
t h r o n e  c ~ f  Babylon. Y a s h t i l i a s h  is a  t y o i c a l  name b o r n e  by k i n g s  of 
t%e K a s s i t e  d y n a s t y :  t h e  T e r a a  k i n e  by t h e  s a m e  name rnay n o t  h a v e  
been a H a s s i t e  h i r n s e i f ,  bu t  rnay s i m ~ l y  h a v e  p a i d  o n o m a s t i c  t r i b u t e  
t o  a newly errrerging powerfu l  n e i g h b o r .  Most o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  i n  
a r e a  C a s  e x a o s e d  t o d a y  are  a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  t h i s  k i n g :  t h e  e a r l y  
o ' iase  c ~ f  tqe T e m ~ i e  elf V i n k a r r a k ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  t o  t h e  S o u t h  o f  i t ,  
t n e  p l a z a  between them and t h e  h o u s e  of Puzurum. 

165@? SWNLf+F?LMWMLI : t h e  m i d d l e  b u i l d i n g  c h a s e  ctf t h e  Temple is d a t e d  
tcl t h i s  k i n g  oy a ' t a b l e t  found  on t h e  f l o o r ;  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  t a b l e t s  
ment i o n  t h i s  k i n @ ,  b u t  t h e y  w e r e  found  u n s t r a t  i f i e d  b e f o r e  c u r  
e x c a v a t  i o n s .  

1 W 5 ?  FlMMI-MFlDFlR : h e  is known cmly from u n s t r a t  i f i e d  t a b l e t s  found 
b e f o r e  o u r  e x c a v a t i o n s :  h e  c a n  b e   laced c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y  b e c a u e  
h i s  t i t  u l a r y  ment i o n s  Shuncthru-ammu a s  b e i n g  h i s  f a t h e r .  

!6@8? RBI-LQMFl : known cmly a s  t h e  s o n  o f  Flmmi-Madar, bu t  rmt documented 
a s  k inn .  

? ?  F i v e  o t h e r  names of k i n g s  a r e  known frorn u n s t r a t i f i e d  Te rqa  
t a b l e t s ,  o l u s  t w o  names c ~ f  i n d i v i d u a l s  who are ment ioned  a s  b e i n g  
t h e  f a t h e r s  of k i n g s  b u t  ao rtc~t S e a r  a rclyal  t i t le .  T h e s e  w e  
c a n n o t  ~ i a c e  a s  y e t  i n  a  chronctlou i c a  l s e ~ u e n c e - - b u t  t h e n  a g a i n ,  
our w o r k  a t  T e r c a  is lcmg f r o m  b e i n g  f  i r r i shed .  One i n t e r e s t i n g  
p a i n t  : f r o m  c i r c u m s t a n t  i a i  e v i c e n c e  i t  a p p e a r s  a t  t h e  mcment a s  
though t h e  l a s t  known k i n g  ctf Te rqa  b o r e  t h e  name "Ciarnmurapi": 
i n t e r e s t i n @ i y ,  t h e  i a s t  k i n p  o f  i l g a r i t  a l s o  b o r e  t h a t  name. 

One major inncwat  i n n  of t-is s e a s o n  h a s  been t h e  i n t r o d u c t i c m  c ~ f  t h e  
compu te r  f o r  s t r a t i g r a o h i c  work i n  t h e  f i e l d .  The e x p e r i m e n t  h a s  been a 
to ta l  s u c c e s s ,  and w e  w i  1  l f rom now CITI d e v e l o o  c11.w work. rmre and mcwe 
aiorrg t h e s e  iirtes. Exceo t  f o r  a few i o g i s t i c  ~ r c t b i e m s  ( r c ~ t t e n  s e r v i c e  
from Flmerican F l i r l i n e s ,  s o m e  unevenness  i n  t h e  D o w e r  s u ~ o l y  h e r e  i n  
Clshara, and sowe minor  s y s t e m  b u g s )  w e  w e r e  a b l e  t o  w r i t e  a l l  o u r  
at-c~grams and e n t e r  a  r e o r e s e n t  a t  i v e  p o r t  i o n  o f  t h e  d a t a .  T h i s  n e w s i e t  t e r  
is b e i n g  w r i t t e n  on  o u r  f i e l d  p r i n t e r - - a l t h c t u g 9  t h e  w h ~ i e  t h r u s t  o f  o u r  
c a r n ~ u t  i n n  h a s  been i n  ctxflgut i n g  p r o p e r  r a t h e r  t h a n  t e x t  e d i t i n g .  Our 
g rog rams  d e a i  e n t  i r e l y  w i t h  s t r a t  i p r a ~ h i c  reccwdirrg,  and a i  low a n  
e x t r e m e l y  f l e x i b i e ,  h i ~ h l y  ~ i f f e r e n t i a t e d  anti p r a c t i c a l l y  i n s t a n t a n e o u s  
cctntrcil ctn t h c ~ u s a n d s  of s t r a t  i g r a p h i c  u n i t s  ( b r i c k s  and wal is, f i o o r s  
and l e n s e s ,  o b j e c t s  and s h e r d s ,  etc. : t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a i  emr,lacernerrt, 
t h e i r  r e c i o r c c a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  t h e i r  d e o o s i t i c m a f  h i s t o r y  are a 1  1  
i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  m i n u t e  p r e c i s i c w r - a n d  y e t  t h e  v a s t  mass ctf d e t a i l  is 
f u i l y  unde r  c o n t r o l .  When w e  r e e d  t c ~  f i n d  t h e  n e e d l e  i n  t h e  h a y s t a c k ,  w e  
f i n d  i t--and w i t h  i t  e v e r y  b l a d e  c ~ f  hay,  i f  w e  may s t r e t c h  t h e  metaohor .  



We are tne first archaeological expedition in Syria to use the computer, 
and this has caused considerable interest; our main ambition, however, 
is intellectual, namely, to develop a fully operational system for in 
d e ~ t h  stratigraphic control. Fls Der our original plans, this season we 
entered data from only two sectors of the excavation, since we had 
concurrent lctg ist ic and programming concerns to attend to: but this was 
more than sufficient to give us a handle on the operation, which will 
extend to the entire excavation next year. 

Mario Liverani was with us again this year; a veteran of 7 seasons of 
excavation at Tell Mardikh, he has now joined the Terqa Expedition on a 
full-fledged basis: the strategy of the project, and the implementaticm 
in the field will benefit immeasurably from his active presence. It was 
also gratifying to have four more veterans of other foreign Syrian 
expeditions work with us this season: Drs. Dolce and Gregori from Tell 
Hard i kh, and Drs. Bunnens and Robaert -0unnens from Tell Kannas. Tclget her 
with ctur California staff we have worked very hard, and we feel at the 
end the satisfactictn of*leaving behind us a job well done. In this we 
enjoyed t9e unfailing assistance of our Syrian friends, who went out of 
+,qeir way $0 assist us in the many aspects of our wctrk here: Dr. Rfif 
Be~nassi: ready to exert all his infiuer~ce, especialiy in the 
compl icated and del icate hand1 ing of customs matters, which took much of 
our organizat ional energy this season; Mr. Nassi b Sal i by, who soent many 
art hour with us in the Custom House, talking archaeolclgy inbetween one 
form ana the next; ; Mr. Munarnrnad Muslim, who sinqiehandledly got our 
cars running again; and Mr. Fls'ad Mahrnud who was the key instrument in 
securing a spectacular uiece of land right on the banks uf the Eu~hrates 
where we will build soon our new Exgediticm Hctuse. 

- ~tle r m h l e  cf wap has come to us this year not just from reading the 
past in tne grc~uncs, but frcm very present events. The Israeli occupation 
of Lebanon carfie as we were preoaring for the final period of evaluatic~n 
and dctcu:ner~tat ion. Here we wctuld 1 i ke to write cmly a positive focttnote 
an t"s sad event. The cairn and dignity with which the events were faced 
arol.iv:l UE left a prafound irnoressicm c~n us. It was during this time that 
the Govet-nor of the Prcwince  aid an c~fficial visit tc~ the Expedition: 
cclmir:? w i y . 5  a grouo of sctme 38 tztfficials, he wanted tcl make a psirct ctf 
his ar:d his cc~ctntry's friendship for us. It was a short visit because, 
as he saic tersely while taking leave, "Fi harb bil-beled" "There is war 
in t3e ia~d." But it was a very rneaningfui visit, just at the tivte that 
our workmen and neighbors and friends were being recalled few rnilit~ry 
service. Flrnonp al i of them, nc~ rethoric, no hysteria, no euphcwia; only 
a sirfl~le, measured, strong dionity which rnakes us fee; the safest in a 
cctufitry at Nar. It is a moral strength long to be reckctned with. 
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